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Digs  &  Scoops 
February 2025 Established 1974   www.sdcoinshooters.com  

Presidents Message 

www.facebook.com/groups/sdcoinshooters  - Public 

www.facebook.com/groups/coinshootersmembers  - private 

Hello Coinshooters, 

Thank you for coming to the February meeting. I hope you all enjoyed our guest speaker Jessica Johnson, as much as I did. I en-

joyed her presentation and photography. I was inspired and did learn a lot about early San Diego.  I put a link to Jessica’s website, 

Hidden San Diego, on the websites resource page http://sdcoionshooters.com/resources  

 

I’m starting to learn more about our club The Coinshooters of San Diego.  The history of this club is very interesting and I’m just 

started learning about the Club’s earlier years. The club as many of you know was officially formed in 1978 and was called The 

Coinshooters Clique of San Diego.  I’ve been reading about the purpose of the club and reading old newsletters from the club’s 

glory days.  I’ve been getting ideas about some of the events that the club use to have and also getting new ideas from y'all for 

some fun outings.  I’ll be sending out an email after the board meets on Tuesday March 4th. The email will have the details of the 

upcoming events. 

 

Our March Club Hunt is on Sunday the 9th from 1-3pm (-0.8’ tide).  The thing I like about club hunts is that you can gather lots of 

information by talking to the others and observing where and how they are hunting and see how they recover the target, a lot can 

be learned. Then it’s really great to come together at the end to compare our finds and talk.  I can’t believe that at the last club 

hunt I found two rings and Mark was the only other one with a ring.  Why do some people find more than others. Why do some 

detectorists find lots of coins and others find few or none.  What is it? Is it skill or just dumb luck? Or probably a combination of 

those.  I had remember that Feb 16 was my dad’s birthday.  Was my finding a nice ring, spiritual in nature? Was my dad shining on 

me?  Anyways I really look forward to the monthly hunt and if you haven’t been coming to these, give it a try, it’s always a fun 

time. The location of the Monthly  club hunts will be emailed on the Friday preceding the hunt.  

 

Gold Luck 

Jeff 

619.405.3515 

http://www.sdcoinmshooters.com/
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Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library February 25th 

Meeting Minutes  

Next Meeting is Tuesday March 25th 

Tierrasanta Library 

 4985 La Cuenta Dr. San Diego 92124. It's on the corner of 

Tierrasanta Blvd and La Cuenta Dr.  

Doors open at 5:00, Meeting starts at 5:30pm please try to have your  
competition items entered prior to 5:30. 

Meeting ends at 7:45. 
Up-coming hunt is on March 9 th 

TBA 1 pm to 3 pm  low tide –0.8 

. 

Officers in Attendance: 

President— Jeff Gardner 

Vice President— Mark Rubey 

Secretary and Newsletter Editor—Kurt Hoeger 

Treasurer—  Gene Henderson 

Treasurer’s Report— Adequate Bank Account  

Board of Directors— Tom Dunning. Denise Rubey,  

Rocky Chouinard, Jim Walker 

Meeting Called to order at  5:30pm 

Meeting Adjourned at  7:40 pm 

Members— 18 , New Members—0, Guest– 10 

(Most of the Guests came to hear Jessica.) 

Guest Speaker—Jessica Johnson 

Competition Table set up by  Mark Rubey 
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Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library February 25th 

Competition table was opened at 5:00 pm closed by 5:45 pm 

Jeff Gardner called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm and we said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Jeff introduced a guest named Jered. 

Our guest speaker was Jessica Johnson—Hidden San Diego >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Denise Rubey was running late didn’t give the Sunshine report.   

Gene Henderson gave the Treasurer’s report…..Club funds are good. 

Kurt Hoeger gave the Secretary Report or the Newsletter report. See Editor’s Page 9. 

Old Business: February Hunt winner Jeff Gardner with a  925 ring. >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Feb 13th Educational/Fun hunt was a rainy day. Paul, Bill, and Jeff played in the rain at Ocean Beach. 

Beach was a bit sanded in. 

A By-Law vote to change Article IV Membership Dues (By-Laws page 7) . Change would take away the 

prorating from regular renewals. Prorating will be for new members joining July through December. 

2/3 Membership at the February meeting voted to make the change.  

By-Law vote to change in the competition rules (By-Laws page 8). Proposed to change "the" to  "your" 

to the line about  entering finds from the last meeting.... making it "your last meeting" instead of "the 

last meeting".  This was for those who are out of town, sick, or have any other last minute situation 

from having their finds voided from competition just because they couldn't make the meeting that 

month. Membership at the February meeting  did not have the 2/3 vote to make the change. 

New Business: 

A continuation Board meeting is scheduled for March 4th @ 1pm at Tom Dunnings house , 

10856 Deering St. 92126. 

A competition hunt is tentatively set for March 22nd. Details to be worked out at the board meeting. 

Jeff Gardner is the webmaster for the Club’s website.  If you have a scenic picture you think will look 

good on the website home page, send it to Jeff  (Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ). 

Name tag drawing winner:  Charles Behnke — Silver Coin 

Door Prize drawing Winner: Dixie Bryant—Diamond Tester 

 

Jeff Gardner Suspended raffles until some Franchise Tax Board (FTB) issues are resolved. We will con-
tinue to have drawings such as the Door Prize, and Name drawings during this time. 

Snacks supplied by Mark & Denise Rubey 
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Jeff Gardner is the snack coordinator. We need a volunteers for the Meetings. Contact Jeff  

(Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ). 

The Club needs a new person to take over the name tag procurement. 

Note! Membership renewal dues are due by March meeting. Any member is arrears by the March meeting will be 

dropped from the Club Roster. (Article IV, #4 in the By-Laws) 

Our new treasurer Gene Henderson will be collecting dues, $20 for individual or $30 for family. 

Make checks payable to The Coinshooters Clique of San Diego 

Pay at the meeting or Pay by snail mail to: Gene Henderson 4249 Rous St, San Diego CA, 92122 

 

 

 

 

 

February’s Guest Speaker—Jessica Johnson 

 

. 

 

 

 

You can give your crusty coins and aluminum can pull tops to Tom Dunning. Just collect them and when you have a 

plastic bag full, bring them to a Club meeting. 

 

 
Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library February 25th 

 

Hidden San Diego is a 1-gal operation created in late 2010 by me, Jessica Johnson. Hello! I have always been an adventurer and 

intrigued by the unknown, constantly seeking out new places to explore. 

That lust for new experiences combined with semi-web skills and a love for photography drove me to the realization that I might 

as well build a website and share these spots with people like you! Growing up in San Diego, I’ve had plenty of years to explore the 

many beautiful crevices this city has to offer. 

Besides running this website I am also an artist and art instructor. I also run Hidden California as well so make sure to check it out 

as well! And if you're a lover of books, you can purchase the book I wrote, Abandoned San Diego! 

If you’re interested in advertising or cross-promoting with this site, please email me: hiddensandiego11@gmail.com 
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Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library February 25th 
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Monthly Hunt for February 16th 

Mission Bay 

Coin Count 

Rocky—5 

Mark—29 

Paul—6 

Gene—29 

Jeff—8 

Albert—0 

Kurt—16 

Best Find—Jeff Gardner— 925 ring 
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                   Coinshooters of San Diego                                                                                   

                                                                                   San Diego, Ca.  

 

Membership Application  

(Please Print Neatly!) 

 

Name_______________________________________________ Phone_____________ 

 

E-mail _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family member(s)_______________________________________Relation___________ 

 

                               _______________________________________Relation___________ 

 

                                _______________________________________Relation____________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

 

             _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership is good for 1 year Jan through Dec. 

 

1 year Single $20 [_]                                  1 year Family $30 [_]   

I, the undersigned, agree to abide by all the rules, constitution, and bylaws of The Coinshooters of San Diego 

 

Signature____________________________________________Date_______________ 

 

Amount received $_________ Cash [_]     or     Check [_]   

Make check payable to: Coinshooters Clique of San Diego  

Bring it to a meeting or mail to the treasurer Gene Henderson,4249 Rous St, San Diego CA, 92122 

 

Received by _____________________________ Position________________________ 
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Editor’s Page 
 

 
Kurt Hoeger- Digs & Scoops Editor 
 
 
Hello Coinshooters! 
Here is the February 2025 newsletter….I hope you enjoy it! 
The newsletter seems to be well received. I am always interested in adding arti-
cles and pictures from Club members.  
Members can request a copy of the Club By-Laws from me anytime. 
                                            

If you have any good stories or pictures, send them to me and I will put them in the news-
letter. 
 

Email :   Pipemajor7cnpb@cox.net 
 
 
If a Club member is sick or needs a prayer, send the info to Den-
ise Rubey for the Sunshine Report. 
 
 
Sunshine Report: by Denise Rubey.   

 
Denise Rubey— smilyskier@aol.com 
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Monthly Find Competition Rules Entering Your Find 

General info: We currently have 8 categories. Your find should fit into one of them! 

Every find must have been made with a metal detector since the last meeting.  A 
picture of the item will be accepted if the item is not available to be there. You 
may enter only one item in each category. items that are found together count as 
one item. (A cross on a chain, matching bracelets, are examples.) The competition 
table judges will help you place your find if needed. Their decisions are final! . Cate-
gories: 

Most Unusual. Our catchall category! If your item fits better elsewhere it should be 
placed there. Tell us what you know about your find. Age, type of metal, what makes it un-
usual! Examples: a brass boat rudder, a meteorite, a toy, who knows! 

Relic. Must be at least 50 years old! Describe the item. 

Best Foreign Coin . What is it? Is it dated? Does it have value? Type of metal? An undated 
gold Roman coin can go here! 

Best Token. What is it? Is it dated? Does it have value? Type of metal?  

Oldest Dated Coin. The date must be visible with a loop. We have to be able to read the 
date!  

Best North American Coin. Canada, USA, and Mexican coins. An identifiable “slick” large 
cent might win this category. 

Best Other Jewelry. Non-precious metal items that were made as personal adornment 
items or for display purposes. 

Silver. Items stamped .800 and above or sterling. You can also have an item tested and 
certified. Silver plated items belong in Other Jewelry. 

Gold, Platinum and Palladium. Items stamped with a claim as to the metal content, or 
tested and certified. Counterfeit items will be removed by the judges. Gold plated non-
precious metal items belong in the Other Jewelry category. 

Best overall. What was your favorite item from all of the other categories? It may be the 
most valuable find, or it may not! Examples: The gold ring with diamonds, the Civil War 
sword 

VOTING. Vote for one item in each category by circling the letter on the voting slip that 
corresponds with that item's envelope. Vote once for your personal choice as to the 
best overall find from among the 8 preceding categories. 
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Winners of the Best Find competition: 

Most Unusual— Mark Rubey—Horn Mouthpiece 

Best Relic  -  Mark Rubey—WWII hat badge 

Best Foreign Coin—Dave Vilett –1938 1 Shilling  

Best Token—  Rockne Chouinard—Copper Aztec Token 

Oldest Dated Coin— Dave Vilett—1816 3 pence 

Best N.A. Coin—  Jim Walker—1917 Mercury Dime   

Best Other Jewelry— Rockne Chouinard—Cool Bracelet   

Best Silver  - Jeff Gardner—925 ring with Diamonds 

Best Gold/Platinum— Rockne Chouinard—14k Chain with cross 

Best Overall—  Rockne Chouinard—14k Chain with cross 

 
Best Overall Find  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Most Unusual  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Best Relic 

 
Best Foreign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Best Token 

Best Finds competition  February 25th Meeting 
Pictures thanks to  Jeff Gardner 
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Best N/A Coin  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Best Other Jewelry  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Best Gold/Platinum/

Palladium  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Best Silver   

Best Finds competition  February 25th Meeting 
Pictures thanks to  Jeff Gardner 

 

 
Oldest Coin  
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Show And Tell for February 25th  Meeting 

Mark Rubey > 

<Rocky Chouinard 

Kurt Hoeger > 
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George Miskovsky  

Show And Tell for February 25th  Meeting 

Dave Vilett 

Bill Reynolds 
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Show And Tell for February 25th  Meeting 

Jim Walker 
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Precious Metal Prices 

As of  March 1,2025 

Silver (925) $00.93g 

10k Gold $37.02 g 

14k Gold $53.62 g 

18k Gold $68.89 g 

22k Gold $84.20 g 

24K Gold $91.76 g 

Platinum  950 $28.83 g 

Platinum 900 $27.32 g  

Palladium 950       $27.64 g 

 

Cartoon of the month 
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For Sale /Free/Wanted 

(This page is strictly for Metal Detecting Stuff Only) 
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Thank you Detector Warehouse! 

http://detectorwarehouse.com 

Treasure Trove 

Metal Detectors 

Fisher - Garrett -  

Sand Scoops - Books - Maps 

Treasure Hunting Equipment 

Buy & Sell 

Gold - Silver - Coins - Collections 

Discounts for the Coinshooters of San 

Diego 

3538 University Ave., San Diego, CA 

(619) 283-7139 

Thank you to our Sponsors 

Columbia Metal Detectors 

Minelab - Garrett - Fisher 

Bounty Hunter - Detector Pro 

Earphones, Scoops etc. - Mining 

Equipment 

 

(760) 743-8516 

 

760 E. Valley Parkway - Escondido, 

CA 

Frank M. Trutta 

 

We pay the highest prices for gold and silver 

https://chulavistacoins.com/ 

Address: 397 3rd Ave, Suite D, Chula Vista CA 91910  

Phone: (619) 427-9154 

Text: (619) 838-3085 

Email: info@chulavistacoins.com  

 

Thank you Destination Gold Detectors For being a club sponsor. 

Destination Gold Detectors offers the best metal and gold de-

tectors at competitive prices, plus a Best Price Guarantee. Enjoy 

a fun filled and educational shopping experience with top-rated 

customer service and access to the latest cutting-edge products. 

https://destinationgolddetectors.com 

 

Thank you CV Coins & Collectables for being a Club Sponsor 

http://detectorwarehouse.com/
https://chulavistacoins.com/
tel:6192479154
sms://+16198383085
mailto:info@chulavistacoins.com
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COINSHOOTERS CODE OF ETHICS 
 

1. Respect the rights and property of others, especially no trespassing posted areas, by not 

damaging or destroying public or private property. 

2. While Searching, leave all land and vegetation as it was by taking the necessary time to 

properly fill holes. 

3. Remove litter or unwanted items from your search area, leaving it cleaner than you found 

it. 

4. Limit your digging tools to a probe, a knife or small serrated trowel when searching parks, 

schools, or public property. Do not bring or use a shovel in a park. 

5. When digging the beach, fill any holes which might endanger joggers or others. 

6. As an ambassador for the Coinshooters, use thoughtfulness, consideration and courtesy at 

all times. 

 

GO GET ‘ EM ALL YOU TH’ERS! 

HAPPY HUNTING AND GOOD LUCK 
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Schedule Outline for February—June 2025 

 

February 

Hunt – Sunday February 9th  Location: Beach location: TBD Tide: -1.2 

Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

Meeting – Tuesday Feb 25th Location – Tierrasanta Library - Time - Doors open at 5:00, Meeting Starts at 5:30 -7:45 

Program: TBD 

March 

Hunt – Sunday the 9th Location: Beach location TBD Tide -0.8 

Time: 1 pm to 3 pm 

Meeting Tuesday March 25th. Location – Tierrasanta Library - Time - Doors open at 5:00, Meeting Starts at 5:30 -7:45 

Program: Proper turf digging (Mark Rubey?) 

April Hunt – Park hunt – Sunday April 6th   Location: Rohr Park, Chula Vista 

Time 7:00 – 9:00 am West end. 

Meeting – Tuesday April 22nd   Location – Tierrasanta Library - Time - Doors open at 5:00, Meeting Starts at 5:30 -

7:45 

Program: TBD 

May 

Seeded Hunt /fund raiser – Sunday may 18th. Location: Bonita Cove Mission Bay, San Diego. 

Hunt begins at 8:00am sharp and runs to 10:00 am. 
Entry Fee: $15 paid in advance by May 11th.  No Walkups. Arrive early for a free breakfast burrito.  (Donations wel-
comed :) 
All members are encouraged to bring a gift valued over $5. Bring a token for your gift or one will be provided. The tokens 
will be added to the seed.   Open to public. 
Distribution of funds.    
For each paid person ($15). 
$10 will go for a mix of Silver, Indian Pennies, and War Nickles.   (These will be distributed in the field.) 
$5 will go to the club treasury. 

Meeting – Tuesday May 27th  Location: Tierrasanta Library - Time - Doors open at 5:00, Meeting Starts at 5:30 -7:45 

Program: TBD  Time: TBD 

June 

Hunt – Saturday June 14th 

Location: Beach location TBD Tide -0.5 Time: 5:30 – 7:30am 

Meeting – Tuesday June 24th   Location – Tierrasanta Library - Time - Doors open at 5:00, Meeting Starts at 5:30 -7:45 

Program: TBD 

Board meeting TBD 
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The Coinshooters website is www.sdcoinshooters.com This is a great resource to keep track of club 

events, and pictures of the club meetings and hunts plus more.  Go to the website and explore. 
 
The club has two Facebook groups. 
www.facebook.com/groups/sdcoinshooters is a public group where anyone can join and post. 
www.facebook.com/groups/coinshootersmembers  is a private group that only members have access, feel 
free to join this group and post to our members. 

Please discontinue to use our legacy FB page http://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego this page 
will be going away. 

 
Jeff Gardner maintains these sites, please let him know of any ideas or concerns.   

Club Officials: as of 1/1/2025 

President – Jeff Gardner (Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ). 

Vice President - Mark Rubey (Cudamark@aol.com) 

Secretary / Editor – Kurt Hoeger (pipemajor7cnpb@cox.net) 

Treasurer – Gene Henderson 

Webmaster—Jeff Gardner (Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ). 

Board of Directors – Tom Dunning, Jim Walker, Rockne 

Chouinard, Denise Rubey 

Past President—Mark Rubey 

Sunshine Committee: 

 Denise Rubey— 619-920-8227 (smilyskier@aol.com) 

Snacks for the meetings are provided by member volunteers. It 
takes participation to make this happen.  Please contact Jeff 
Gardner to sign-up to bring a snack to one of the meetings. You 
can bring anything you want . 
jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com / 619-405-3515. 

 

http://www.sdcoinshooters.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/sdcoinshooters
http://www.facebook.com/groups/coinshootersmembers
http://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego
mailto:jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com

